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Dear Parents/Carers,
Our journey towards becoming readers has begun. We have already started our daily Phonics sessions initially listening for sounds in words and practising our listening skills. This week the children have been learning their first Phase 2 sounds.
Also your child has now begun to bring home reading books from school. Initially this will be a book without words. This is to encourage lots of storytelling; looking at these books together really helps develop your child’s vocabulary and story language. 
The children will also bring home a sound ring that shows which sounds and a word ring with the high frequency and common exception words that they have learnt so far. Please help them practice saying these sounds and words with you regularly as this is the very first steps they need to begin to read. As they become more confident with those first initial sounds, then we will begin to send home books with words  using those sounds. 
We would encourage that you try to read with your child a little every day at this early stage, a little often has a significant effect on their progress, but we do understand that sometimes things don’t always go to plan so we ask that you try to make sure they read at least 3 times during the week.  
Please remember to write in your child’s reading record each time you have heard them read and date it. We run a small inter class competition to see which class reads the most times each week with an extra playtime on the pirate ship; a prize the children all want to achieve!
Reading is the key skill that will help your child as they move through school and Reception really is the key time to start developing that skill.
Starting on Thursday 13th October we would like to invite you to Stay and Read with your child in the classroom. This is just a quick 15- 20 session where you join us in the classroom to share books together. It is a lovely chance to read together and also an opportunity to raise any questions you may have about reading at this point also.
We look forward to you joining us,
Ms Vobes and the Early Years Team
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