
Whole school English overviews - Cycle A 
Ashgate Primary School 
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 Year 1&2 
Robots 

Year 3&4 
Stone Age to Iron age 

Year 5&6 
Ancient Greeks 

Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction Non-Fiction Non-Fiction 

Te
xt

 

• Lone Robot (Origins - Literacy 
shed 

)  

Example of a party Invitation 
Model text -  

 

• Stone Age Boy by 
Satoshi Kitamura

 

• How to wash a Woolly 
Mammoth by Michelle 

Robinson 

 

• Holiday brochure 

 

• Minotaur non-
chronological 

 Report – model text 
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 • Fantasy story • Invitations • Story with historical 
setting/Portal Story 

• Instructions • Persuasive – travel 
brochure 

• Non-Chron. report  

• Instructions 

• Discussion text – wk7 

Fo
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• Use of adjectives  

• Commas for description   
Writing short phrases and 

sentences 
• Setting description • Sequencing using imperative 

verbs 
• Formal vocabulary, 

structure,  
•  sentence openers. 

• Use of sequencing 
connectives 
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g • Story opening • . Selecting information 

• Technical language 

• Settings Description in 
the Stone Age 

• Sentence structures with 
prepositional phrases and 

adverbs of time 

• Setting descriptions • Cyclops description 

• How to kill a Minotaur 
instructions 
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Range of Robot stories including  

No Bot by Sue Hendra       

             Week 1 Portal Stories 
The Journey - Anthony Browne 

Leon and the Place Between - Angela McAllister  

Week 2 + - The Wild Way Home Sophie Kirtley  

 
Who Let the Gods Out by Maz Evans       
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Phonic Reading groups till summer Term 
Stone Age  

Stone Age Life (NF) 

Stig of the Dump 

Stone Age house tour (short film) 

 

Mary Anning 

Biography of Mary Anning 

The Story of Mary Anning 

Mary Anning Roars to the Sea (poem) 

 

 Ancient Greece  
Girl of Ink and Stars by Kiran Millwood Hargrave 
DK Knowledge Encyclopaedia – Ancient Greece 

Ancient Greece 101: National Geographical video 

Ancient Athens  
Percy Jackson & the Lightening Thief by Rick Riordan 

DK Knowledge Encyclopaedia – Ancient Athens 
Website & video clip - Greek mythology tour for 

Percy Jackson fans 



A
u

tu
m

n
 2

 

 

Year 1&2 
Our World 

Year 3&4  

Stone Age to Iron age cont. 

Year 5&6 
Ancient Greeks cont. 

Non-Fiction  Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction 

Te
xt

 
•   The Diary of a Wombat 

 

• Possum in the House  

Bog Baby • Fowler’s Yard by Pie Corbett 

T4W  

• How to Trap a Troll by Pie 

Corbett (How to trap an 

Iron Man) 

• Myth of ‘Ambrus and 
Cerberus’ 

 

• Newspaper report of 
Perseus and the 

witches  
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 • Diary Looking at  characters • Mystery and adventure 

• Tension& suspense 

• Instructions • Myths • News report 
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• Expanded noun phrases 

• Writing in 1st person 

Creating a description • Building tension - using 

empty words, letting the 

threat get closer/characters 

feelings etc 

• Sequencing information • Use metaphors/similes 
for further description 

• Use powerful words to 
paint a scene which 
use all the senses 

• Use a range of fronted 
adverbials  

• Using a range of 
sentence structures – 

compound, 
embedded clauses 
relative clauses etc. 
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• Short anecdotes 

• Memoirs  

• Characters feelings 

Noun phrases 
Adjectives 

• Character Description of an 

Iron Creature 

• TBC • Character & Setting 
description to be used 
in their mythical story 

• 5Ws opening 
paragraph 
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 Animal Poems: 

• Brian Moses’ Walking with my Iguana  
• Alligator by Grace Nichols 

Creating Images/exploring form: 

Shape poem - Peeking Behind the Curtain by Anon 

Poems with figurative language: 
The Darkest Menace (Anon) 
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Hodgeheg - Dick King Smith The Iron Man by Ted Hughes Percy Jackson & the Lightening Thief by Rick 
Riordan 
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Phonic Reading    

groups till summer Term 

 

Iron Age 

Iron Age – History Encyclopaedia (NF) 

The Iron Man by Ted Hughes 

Life in the Iron Age (short film) 

 Women in History 

Boudicca (NF) 

Greta and the Giants by Zoe Tucker 

Go to the back, Rosa Parks (poem)* 

Greek Myths  
FArTHER by Grahame Baker-Smith  

Website info about ‘The Myth Of Daedalus And 
Icarus’ 

Pegasus by Eleanor Farjeon (poem) 

Fairies 
Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer  

Wikipedia article – Cottingley Fairies 
‘Fairy Song’ by Louisa May Alcott (poem) 
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Year 1&2  
Our World cont.  

Year 3&4 

Roman Britain 

Year 5&6 
Light, Earth & Space 

Non- Fiction Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction 

Te
xt

 
• Anglerfish - Website  

• The Lonely Sea Monster 

 

Owl Babies 

 

• Oedipus and the Sphinx

 

The Rhiswanazebtah 

 

• Alien Landing by Pie 
Corbett T4W

 

• Documentary on 
Pandora - Avatar 
Film Clip (from 
Literacy Shed)
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• Character setting and 
descriptions 

• Labels, Lists and Captions • Change story • Non- chronological 

Report 

• Science-fiction & 
Stories with Flashbacks 

• Non-chronological 
report 

Fo
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• Powerful Vocabulary choices 

• Creating Story maps 

• Bullet points  

• Organising information  

• Diagrams 

• Choosing and describing 

Characters &  

• Fronted adverbials 

• Expanded Noun Phrases 

• Setting & building 
suspense -  use fronted 

adverbials to show 
‘How’ and use time 

changes 

• The vocabulary 
(generalisers, 

additional 
connectives etc) & 

structure of 
information texts 
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• Descriptions/ role on the wall 
for creature 

• Captions - on displays/ 
diagrams 

 

Punctuating direct speech 

 

• Correct using of Technical 

vocabulary and causal 

conjunctions –  

• Description to show 
fear 

• Creature description 
on Banshee 
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 Animal Poems  
Kennings /Performance poetry - ‘Dick’s Dog’ by Trevor Millum 

 Space poetry 
Six Ways to Look at the Moon by Pie Corbett 

Space Staring by Pie Corbett 
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l Range of Information books, different styles, about animals and 
our planet including encyclopaedias 

 

The Boy who grew Dragons by Andy Shepherd  Cosmic by Frank Cottrell-Boyce or Aquila by 
Andrew Norriss 
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Phonic Reading groups till summer Term 

Romans 

Meet the ancient Romans (NF from encyclopaedia) 

Romans on the rampage by Jeremy Strong 

Poem or film TBC 

 Creatures 

Krindlekrax by Philip Ridley 

Wolves Facts 

Poem or film TBC 

Space 
Cosmic by Frank Cottrell Boyce 

DK Encyclopaedia - The Solar System 
NASA Moonwalk Footage 

Rabbits  
Wed Wabbit by Lissa Evans 

BBC News – Oldest fossil ‘rabbit’ unearthed 
Peter Rabbit movie trailer 



Sp
ri

n
g 

2 

 

Year 1&2 
Fire, Fire! 

Year 3&4 

Roman Britain cont. 

Year 5&6 
WW2 

Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction 

Te
xt

 
• Vlad and the Great Fire of 
London by Kate Cunningham 

 

• How Do We Know about 
the GFoL? - Information 

texts 

 

• Escape from Pompeii by 

Christina Balit 

 

 

• The King of Space by 

Jonny Duddle 
 

  

• Goodnight Mister Tom 
by Michelle Magorian 

 

• Chamberlain 
appeasement 

•  Non-chron. reports 
on the Home Front -  

DK Encyclopaedia 
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 • Retelling a story from a different 
perspective 

• Non-Chronological Report • Historical Story • Story set in an Imaginary 

World 

• Persuasive 

• Classic fiction:  Setting 
description & character 

descriptions 

• Argument/ discussion 
text  

• Non-chron. Report 

• Diary and letter  
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• Characters • Finding & organising 
information 

• Description of settings 

using senses to create 

atmosphere 

• Powerful adjectives and 

persuasive devices 

• Range of sentence 

structures for effect 

• Dialogue and dialect to 
enhance 

characterisation. 

• Range of openers using 
DADWAVERS 

• Formal v informal 
(grammar & sentence 

structures) 
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g • Dialogue between characters 

• Writing a Setting descriptions–  

• Eyewitness accounts 

• Speech bubbles 

• Fact boxes 

• Describe Settings- 

• Use expanded noun 

phrases and prepositions. 

• Describing a product 

using persuasive and 

appealing vocabulary 

• Description of bombed 
street or railway station 

of evacuees 

• Evacuation – items to 
pack 
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 Fire Poems 
Crackle Spit by Maria Thom /G F of London Poem by Paul Perro 
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l Vlad and the Great Fire of London – Kate Cunningham Empire’s End – A Roman Story Leila Rasheed  Goodnight, Mister Tom by Michelle 
Magorian 
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Phonic Reading groups till summer Term 
 
 

The Past 

The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate 

DiCamillo 

Non-fiction historical text - TBC 

Advert from the past  

 

 Boudicca 

 

TBC 

Evacuees 
Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian  

Evacuation: From Bootle to Herefordshire  
Imperial War Museums film: Evacuees of the Second 

World War 

Home Front 
My Secret Diary by Marcia Williams  

BBC: Britain declares war on Germany 
Rationing in WWII (British Homefront) by simple 

history 
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Year 1&2 
Healthy Eating 

Year 3&4 

Comparing Geographical Regions 

Year 5&6 
WW2 cont. 

Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction 

Te
xt

 
The Enormous Turnip 

 

• How to Make a Milk Shake 
- Model text 

 

• The Tin Forest by Helen 

Ward  

    

• Planet full of Plastic by 

Neal Layton 

 

• The Gas Mask (Pie 
Corbett) 

 
• The Piano by Aidan 

Gibbons  

• Range of Biographies 
from biography.com 
e.g., Anne Frank & 
Winston Churchill 
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 • Dilemma • Instructions 
 

• A setting description  

• Wishing Tale 

• Recount • Portal story & Film 
Narrative 

• Autobiographical and 
Biographical writing 
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• Understanding beginning, 
middle and end 

• Using exclamation marks 

• Imperative verbs and time 
connectives 

• Describing Settings - using 

expanded noun 

phrases/similes 

/prepositional phrases 

• Persuasive 

writing 

• Using causal 

conjunctions 

• Description – show 
don’t tell  

• Dialogue to advance 
the story 

• Flashbacks 

• Range of Sentence 
Structures 

• Chronological order 

• Using the passive 
voice 
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• Story sequencing • Creating a Numbered list 

• Imperative verbs 
 

• Settings - descriptions of a 

jungle 

• Recount skills- Use of 

adverbs of time, 

paragraphs, writing in 1st 

person  

• Using emotive language 

• Characters – show 
don’t tell 

• VE day news report 
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Food poems 
Move It/ Chocolate cake - poems by Michael Rosen  
I went for a walk one day-Anon (nonsense poem) 

Language Play/ Exploring Form: 

My World by Pie Corbett  

Using Senses to Describe. 

War Poems 
The Longest Day by Rob Aitchinson /Victory Day by 

Joe Heard/Forget Us Not by Maxwell 
Dunlop/Memories of a 12-Year-Old Evacuee by Jack 

Woods 
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Georges Marvelous medicine – Roald Dahl 

The BFG by Roald Dahl  
 

Letters from a Lighthouse by Emma 
Carroll  
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Yr1 - Phonic Reading  groups  
Yr 2 -  

Lighthouse People 
Hello Lighthouse by Sophia Blackwell 

Grace Darling by Anita Ganer 
Lighthouse poem 

Food 
Supertato by Sue Hendra  
Food Glorious Food - song 

Food Glorious Food clip from Oliver 

Wishes and Dreams  

The BFG - Roald Dahl 
Firefighting Females  

The boy who learned to fly – Usain Bolt*  

  
United Kingdom  
The Lake District  

Moving to Marchton  
Dragonfly out in the Sun 

 

Wartime Spies 
Letters from a Lighthouse by Emma Carroll 

Spies and Secret Agents – Ducksters website 
BBC Film: Codebreaking during World War Two 

The end of WW2 
Once by Morris Gleitzman 

VE Day news report by The Week 
VE Day for Kids film by Penny Guides 
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Year 1&2  
Back in Time 

Year 3&4 

Comparing Geographical Regions cont. 

Year 5&6 
Amazon Rainforest 

Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction 

Te
xt

 

• Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter 

 

• Motown – 
Music from the past 

 

• Tuesday by David Weisner

 

• Dear Greenpeace by 

Simon James  

• (Save our oceans 

Conservation Letter) 

• The Great Kapok Tree 
by Lynne Cherry

 

• Non-fiction texts 
about the rainforest 
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 • Traditional Story by a Classic 
Author 

• Lists /captions • Conversational text • Letter writing - Issues and 

Dilemmas  

• Dilemma story 

• Stories from other 
cultures 

• Non-chronological 
report 

Fo
cu

s 

• 5-part story structure • Writing Facts and Opinions • Dialogue – accurate use of 

speech punctuation & new 

speaker/new line 

• Group related paragraphs • Use all 5 senses  

• Use powerful verbs 
and adverbs  

• Show things through 
the character’s eyes 

• Use a range of openers 

• The vocabulary 
(generalisers, 

additional 
connectives etc) & 

structure of 
information texts 
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g • Character monologues • Using Summarising skills 

• Using bullet points 

• Writing Dialogue & speech 

punctuation – Eye witness 

conversations 

• Describe issues and 

suggest solutions. 

• Description of the 
Rainforest 

• Argument/Debate 

• Survival Guide for 
rainforest 
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Magic Faraway tree - Enid Blyton 

 

 

? 

The Explorer by Katherine Rundell  
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Yr1 - Phonic Reading  groups  
Yr 2 - 

Beatrix Potter 
Jemima Puddleduck  

Beatrix Potter  
Film Clip from Peter Rabbit 

Queen Victoria 
Not Always a Perfect Place - short story 

Queen Victoria Fact sheet 
Video of Coronation Procession   

Environmental Issues  

  TBC 

   

   

  
North America 

TBC 

Rainforests 
Journey to the River Sea By Eva Ibbotson 

Yossi Ghinsberg: The adventurer who went 
over a waterfall (Bolivia, 1981) 
Layers of the Rainforest poem 

Environmental Change 
Floodland by Marcus Sedgwick 

BBC News article: Climate Change: Global 
sea level rise could be bigger than expected 
‘The Future of the Oceans – Blue Planet II’ 

film 

 


