
Whole school English overviews - Cycle B 
Ashgate Primary School 
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Year 1&2 

The Place Where I Live 

Year 3&4 
Anglo-Saxons 

Year 5&6 
Tudors and Stuarts 

Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction 

Te
xt

 

• Little Red Riding 

Hood                

• Map showing Little Red 
Riding Hood’s journey with 
Labels 

• Beowulf     

 The truth about Trolls –Pie 
corbett? Cycle A? 

• Macbeth – play of 
first scene  

• How to Catch a Stone Giant 

G
e n
r e
 • Traditional and fairy 

tales 
• Labels, lists and captions 

• Myths & Legends/ 
Defeating the Monster 

• Non-Chronological Report • Playscripts 
• Persuasive writing 

(advertisements) 

Fo
cu s • Endings/twisted 

tales 
• Using Labelled diagrams and 

directions 

• Powerful adjectives, 
verbs and adverbs to 
create effect. 

• Organisation of text with titles 
and subheadings 

• Use of stage 
directions 

• Persuasive techniques 

• A or An? 

Sh
o

rt
-

b
u

rs
t 

w
ri

ti
n

g • Setting descriptions 

• Writing alternative 
endings 

• Creating Lists 

• Writing captions 
• instructions 

• Character Description 
• Using fronted adverbials to 

add further details  
• Character & Setting 

descriptions 
• Instructions 

P
o

et

ry
   

- 
Narrative poetry:  

Macbeth (witches Chant) 

C
la

ss
 

N
o

ve
l  

Twisted Tales/Alternative stories - 

      The Magic Finger by Roald Dahl 

First Blood: Book 1 (Spy Master) by Jan 
Burchett 

G
u

id
ed

 R
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d
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g 

 
Begins Autumn 1 

 

 

 

 

 

TBC 

Tudors  
The court of Henry VIII (DK Encyclopaedia) 

First Blood by Jan Burchett  
YouTube Video – A Tudor Feast at Christmas 

Shakespeare 
Macbeth Scene 1 extract   

DK Knowledge Encyclopaedia – Shakespeare’s theatre 
‘All The world’s a Stage’ monologue, by William 

Shakespeare 



A
u

tu
m

n
 2

 

 

Year 1&2 
Weather Art 

Year 3&4  

Anglo Saxons/Electricity 
Year 5&6 

Tudors and Stuarts cont. 

Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction 

Te
xt

 
• The Storm Whale

 

• Winter celebration 
information texts   

• The Firework Maker’s 

Daughter By Philip Pullman

 

• Hamlet’s Diary 

{Firework makers daughter 

character] 

• Treason by Berlie Doherty        

 

• Non chronological 
report: Life at the Tudor 

Court     

G
en

re
 

• Stories with a familiar 
setting 

 
• Recount • Playscript  • Diary Writing 

• Classic Fiction and 
Significant author 

• Diary 

• Non-chronological 
report 

Fo
cu

s • Secure planning methods 

– story maps 

• Secure use of planning 
tools- text map/ boxing 
up 

• Scene setting, dialogue 

without inverted commas 

• Expressing time, place 

and cause using 

conjunctions (when, before, 

after, while, so, because) 

adverbs, (then, next, soon, 

therefore), or prepositions 

(before, after, during, in, 

because of) 

• ‘Show don’t Tell’ 
descriptions 

• Semicolon use  

• Varied sentence 
structures and openers 
(ISPACED). 

• Use of generalisers and 
additional connectives 

Sh
o

rt
-

b
u

rs
t 

w
ri

ti
n

g • What happens next/ 
predictions  

• Comic strip 

• Word definitions  

• Note taking 
• Dialogue   

• Write a recount on a key 

character’s experience 

•  

• Letter as the character 

• Book Review 
• Life in Henry VIII’s court 

P
o

et
ry

 Weather Rhymes   
It’s Raining it’s Pouring /Dr Foster /Pitter Patter Rain 
Drops /Rain Rain go Away 

The Magic Box Narrative Poetry:                                                     
The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes 

C
la

ss
 

N
o

ve
l  

Stories about the weather - [Nick Butterworth] 
 

The Firework Makers Daughter by Phillip Pulman 
Treason by Berlie Doherty 

G
u
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ed
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Weather 
The Rhythm of the Rain by Grahame Baker Smith  

Extreme Weather clip  
Twisters - fact files 

Christmas 
How to Catch Santa by Jean Reagan  

Christmas Traditions  
Christmas songs/carols 

 
 
 

TBC 

Henry VIII 
Treason by Berlie Doherty 

TBC 
Diver’s Daughter by Patrice Lawrence 

TBC 
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Year 1&2  
What it is to be British 

Year 3&4 

Vikings 
Year 5&6 

Artificial Intelligence 

Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction 

Te
xt

 
• Katie Morag delivers the 

mail    

• Alternative Katie Morag 
tale from collection 

• How to Train your Dragon by 

Cressida Cowell     

• Unicorns by Pie Corbet

 

• Clockwork by Phillip 

Pullman      

• The Amazing Rubbish 
Truck (Until I met 
Dudley by Roger 

McGough)      

G
en

re
 

• Character/ Setting 
descriptions 

• Reports • Fantasy Settings 
• Non-Chronological 

Report 
• Suspense writing 
• Extension to a novel 

• Explanation text 

Fo
cu

s •  Understanding 5 parts to 
a story 

 

• Formal language  

• Heading/sub-
headings  

• Using question 
marks 

• Using senses to describe. 

Prepositional phrases. 
• Paragraphs 

• Cohesion across 
paragraphs 

• Dialogue 

• Creating tension, 
atmosphere & suspense 

• Sequencing & causal 
conjunctions 

• Cohesion across 
paragraphs 

Sh
o

rt
-

b
u

rs
t 

w
ri

ti
n

g 

• Story sequencing/ 
Character Description 

• Newspaper headlines  

• Eye witness 
accounts 

• Settings Description 

•  Using headings and 

subheadings to organise 

writings.  

• A piece of dialogue 
between two servants 

• Labels as explanations 

P
o

et
ry

 Royal tea - Benjamin Zephaniah  
Soldier Freddy by Spike Milligan 

 

 
                Narrative poetry                                   

The Raven by Edgar Allen Poe  

C
la

ss
 

N
o

ve
l  

Katie Morag Stories 
 

How to Train your Dragon by Cressida Cowell 

Mortal Engines by Philip Reeve 

G
u
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Royalty 
Horrible Histories   

The Queens Knickers by Nicholas Allen  
Royal Family Tree   

 
Royalty contd 

Hooray! It’s a New Royal Baby by Martha Mumford   
Queen E II bio  

BFG visits the queen   

 

 

 

TBC 

Mechanoids: 
Mortal Engines by Philip Reeve  
DK Encyclopaedia – Robotics 

        Airships  
    Cogheart by Peter Bunzl  

      Report about the Hindenburg disaster 
Where Were You on May 6th, 1937 by Joe Pacheco 

(poem) 
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Year 1&2 
People from the Past 

Year 3&4 

The UK 
Year 5&6 

Aztecs 

Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction 

Te
xt

 
• Compare books by David 

Walliams [pic& chapter]

 

• Information texts on 
Florence 
Nightingale/Mary 
Seacole 

• Once upon an 

Ordinary School Day

 

• My School Day 

• Rain Player by David 

Wisniewski   

• Explanation text: How is 
Chocolate Produced?      

 

G
en

re
 

• Stories by the same 
author/ Extended Text 

• Non-Chronological 
Reports 

• Stories with Familiar Settings • Diary writing 
• Historical novel  

• Diary  

• Explanation text 

• Recount 

• Discussion text 

Fo
cu

s • Creating a story in the 

style of an author  

• Alliteration 
 

• Use of formal language • Figurative language 
• Using first person, 

adverbs of time 

• Fronted adverbials 

• Figurative language: 
Metaphors & similes for 
further description 

• Sequencing & Causal 
conjunctions 

• Varied sentence 
structures & openers 
(ISPACED & 
DADWAVERS) 

Sh
o

rt
-b

u
rs

t 
w

ri
ti

n
g • Book reviews/ 

Comparisons/Character 
analysis 

• Diagrams, Labels and 
Captions 

• Story endings • Using emotive language 
• Setting and Character 

description 

• Non-chronological 
report on the Mayans 

• Y5 Robinwood recount 

P
o

et
ry

  
Lady with the Lamp – Brenda Williams 

My Sari 

Balloons 

At the End of the Day 

 

C
la

ss
 N

o
ve

l Grandpa’s Great Escape/ /Awful Aunties/ Gangster 
Granny  

 Famous People throughout history 

 

London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd           

The Time-Travelling Cat and the Aztec Sacrifice by Julia 

Jarman             

G
u

id
ed

 R
ea

d
in

g Women in History 
Fantastically Great Women that Changed the World   

 Mary Anning   
 Mary Seacole 

Greta 
Greta and the Giants  
Greta Thunburg bio  

Film clip of Greta 

 

 

 

TBC 

Chocolate: 
How is chocolate made? (explanation text) 

Chocs by Carol Ann Duffy (poem) 
TBC 

Mayans 
DK Encyclopaedia - Ancient Americas 
Newspaper article: Hidden Maya City 

TBC 
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Year 1&2 
Art and Artists 

Year 3&4 

Europe 
Year 5&6 
Survival 

Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction 

Te
xt

 

• The day the 
Crayons Quit 

• The day the Crayons 
Quit • My Name is Not 

Refugee by Kate Milner 

• Keep Calm and go to 

Paris! (WAGOLL text) 

• Hatchet by 
Gary Paulsen  

 

• Shackleton’s 
Journey by 
William Grill  

G
en re

 • Stories with Familiar 
settings 

• Letters 
• Narrative Writing from 

Different Viewpoints 
• Persuasive Leaflet 

• Adventure story 

• Conflict story 
• Biography 

Fo
cu

s 

• Writing In the 3rd person 
– story language 

• Persuasive/ formal 
language 

• Using coordinating 

conjunctions 
• Persuasive devices 

• Powerful introductions 
which build suspense 

• Short, snappy sentences 
to create tension 

• Integrate dialogue to 
convey character and 
advance action 

• Parenthesis 

• Formal language 

Sh o
rt - b
u

rs
t 

w
ri

ti
n g • Story-Maps Story 

openings 

• Setting out a letter  

• Speech bubbles 
• Diary extract 

• Persuade someone to 

visit a place in local area 
• Instructions for a fire • Letter of application 

P
o

et
ry

 Performance Poems to say out loud  
-  action verses, chants and tongue twisters 

 

 

C
la

ss
 

N
o

ve
l 

Books/stories about famous artists  
Eg. Matisse’s Magic Trail/Katie and the Starry Night. 

The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Rau     Polar Explorer’s Club by Alex Bell       

G
u
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Colours & Artists 
The Dot by Peter H. Reynold  

Van Gogh  
What is Pink By Christina Rossetti_  

 
Colours & Artists contd 

The Colour Monster by Anna Llenes  
Picasso bio  

100 Pablo Picassos by Violet Lemay  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L4cKObbztFY 

 

 

 

 

 

TBC 
Survival:                       

 Holes by Louis Sacher 
Survivors:  Juliane Koepcke  

Overheard in a Tower Block: Binley House by Joseph 
Coelho (poem)  

Maps: 
The Girl of Ink and Stars by Kiran Millwood Hargrave 

500-year-old map used by Columbus (newspaper article) 

Map by Wisława Szymborska (poem) 
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Year 1&2  
Contrasting Locality: India 

Year 3&4 

North/South America 
Year 5&6 

Water, Water! 

Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction 

Te
xt

 

• Tiger Child 

• The T-shirt 
• Rain 

Player David Wisniewsk 

• Deforestation letter 

•  [model text] 

• Treasure 
Island by 
Robert Louis 
Stevenson 

• Recount – trip to 
Carsington Water 

G
en

r
e • Stories from another 

culture 
• Fact writing • Story from another Culture • Letter Writing 

• Classic Fiction  

• Significant author 
• Recount 

Fo
cu

s 

• Creating a story set in 
another setting 

• Using bullet points/ 
diagrams/ organising 
information 

• TBC • Persuasive devices • Colloquialism/dialect 
• Using a range of 

sentence construction & 
punctuation 

Sh
o

rt
-

b
u

rs
t 

w
ri

ti
n

g • Settings  

• Word definitions from 
around the world 

• Boxed up plans  

• Fact boxes 
• TBC • Note Taking 

• Diary extract (written in 
character) 

• Explanation text – the 
water cycle 

P
o

et
ry

 Tiger By Stewart Henderson  
Spotlight on Poetry – Poems Around the World- Poems 
by John Agard, Valerie Bloom, James Berry 

_ 
Performance poetry: 

TBC 

C
la

ss
 

N
o

ve
l 

Stories from other cultures   TBC 

Flush by Carl Hiaasen  

G
u
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d
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g India 
Chapatti Moon  
Maps of India  
Video of India 

Gardens 
The Night Gardener   

Bean diary  
Poem about plants 

 

 

TBC 

Theme TBC 

The weight of Water by Sarah Crossan 

 
Theme TBC 

Swallows & Amazons by Arthur Ransome 

 


