
Vocabulary Progression in History 

KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
Cycle A Cycle B Cycle A Cycle B Cycle A Cycle B 

The Great Fire of London 
Samuel Pepys, bakery, 
thatched roof, plague, 
Pudding Lane, King Charles 
II, Christopher Wren, diary, 
destroyed, September 1666, 
London, River Thames, 
rebuild, ruined, spread 

Back in Time - Toys 
past, present, future, 
timeline, long ago, decade, 
change, yesterday, local, old 
new, ancient, century, 
invention, discovery 
 

Florence Nightingale and 
Mary Secole 
nurse, hospital, Lady with 
the lamp, soldier, 
cleanliness, patients, 
wounded, disease, 
uniform, Scutari Hospital, 
Crimean War, treatment, 
Red Cross, injured, 
bandage 
 

Stone Age to Iron Age 
Prehistory, hunter-
gatherer, nomad, 
Palaeolithic, Mesolithic,  
Neolithic, tribe, 
Neanderthal, 
homosapiens, bronze, 
roundhouse, hill fort, 
Stonehenge, smelting, 
Skara Brae 

Roman Britain 
empire, toga, aqueduct, 
colosseum, centurion, 
emperor, amphitheatre, 
gladiator, mosaic, 
Pantheon, chariot, 
legionary, hypocaust, 
senate, republic 

Anglo-Saxons 
Angles, Saxons, Jutes, 
rune, wattle-and-daub, 
thatch, Sutton-Hoo, 
Lindisfarne, monk, 
illumination, manuscript, 
Alfred the Great, mead, 
farmer warrior, weregold 

Vikings 
longboat, longhouse, 
chieftain, danegold, thing, 
raid, Yggdrasil, pagan, 
danelaw, asgard, 
figurehead, chainmail, 
Valhalla, karl, jarl 

The Maya 
civilisation, drought, tirual, 
jaguar, scribe, maize, 
cacao beans, religion, 
culture, beliefs, society, 
sacrifice, Chichen Itza, 
Kukulkan, hieroglyphs, 
slave, stela, jade 

Ancient Greece 
democracy, Acropolis, city-
state, Parthenon, 
marathon, Olympics, 
citizen, philosopher, 
tragedy, mythology, agora, 
hellenistic, phalanx, 
aristocrat, oracle 

Moon Landings 
Apollo II, Columbia, crater, 
dock, Eagle (Apollo’s lunar 
module), gravity, orbit, 
Saturn V 

World War II 
allies/axis powers, Blitz, 
Civil Defence, air raid/air 
raid drill, concentration 
camp, blackout, evacuee, 
holocaust, propaganda, 
refugee, censorship, 
invaded, liberate, Nazi, 
Resistance 

Tudors and Stuarts 
heir, divorce, monarch, 
Catholic, Protestant, Pope, 
dissolution, portrait, 
Hampton Court, Spanish 
Armada, gallows, banquet, 
peasants, propaganda, 
reign 

Indus Valley 
Indus River, desert, 
Arabian Sea, excavate, 
archaeology, Harappu, 
Mohenjo Daro, drainage 
system, mud bricks, 
grasslands 

 


