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Religious Education Policy 2020-2025
Ashgate Primary School
Definition
The place of RE at Ashgate Primary School is to engage pupils in systematic enquiry into significant human questions which religion and world views address, so that they can develop the understanding and skills needed to appreciate and appraise varies responses to these questions as well as develop responses of their own. 

Aims of RE
The aims of RE in our school inherent in the Derbyshire and Derby City Agreed Syllabus for RE (2020-2025) are to ensure all pupils:
A) Know about and understand a range of religions and world views
B) Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions and world views
C) Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and world views
We aim to develop a positive attitude towards life in a multi-faith community and a mutual understanding of each other’s beliefs. We aim to increase the children’s understanding of the beliefs, values and traditions of others and the ways in which they influence people’s attitudes and actions. We encourage children to consider the spiritual dimension of life and explore the fundamental questions of what it means to be human. 

The contribution of RE to wider school aims and ethos
In addition, RE at Ashgate Primary School contributes to a number of other areas of school life including:
· the school’s multi-cultural curriculum through the teaching of a range of faiths and festivals
· the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils
· PSHE
· the school ethos through the RESPECT agenda and DNA threads and the weekly assembly themes
· community cohesion
· promotion of British values

Legal Requirements
1. RE is plural: The legal requirement that “syllabuses shall reflect the fact that the religious traditions in GB are in the main Christian, whilst taking account of the teaching and practices of the other main principal religions represented in GB.” (Education Act 1996 section 375.)
2. RE is for all pupils: Religious Education should be provided for all registered pupils except for those withdrawn at the request of their parents. This will include children in the  EYFS classes  (Education Act 2002, section 80.)
3. RE is legally require for all and is different to collective worship.
4. RE is determined locally not nationally: we follow the Derbyshire and Derby City Agreed Syllabus for RE.

Curriculum time for RE
RE should be taught in clearly identifiable times.
EYFS: 36 hours (or 50 mins a week) of RE integrated through the continuous provision across the EYFS curriculum
KS1:    36 hours of tuition a year
KS2:    45 hours of tuition a year

Breadth of study
Pupils must be taught about Christianity at every Key Stage.
EYFS: Children will encounter Christianity and other faiths as part of their growing sense of self and their own community and their place within it.
        Eg:through work on festivals   
KS1:   Christianity and one other religion = Christianity and Judaism   
KS2:     Christianity and three other religions: Christians, Judaism, Islam and Hinduism. 
        KS2 programme of study discuss Humanists beliefs too.          

The two year topic cycle for the whole school is available on the school portal for staff to ensure continuity and progression and an awareness of RE provision across the whole school.

Planning RE in the Curriculum
At Ashgate Primary School RE will be taught as 
· A separate and clearly identified subject on the curriculum using the Derbyshire and Derby City Agreed Syllabus 2020-2025
· Part of SMSC, British Values and the RESPECT agenda
· A cross curricular subject where possible

Content
Pupils at Ashgate Primary School will follow the programmes of study set out in the Derbyshire and Derby City Agreed Syllabus. The key questions for each key stage are covered through the topics taught. The syllabus is based around a  key questions approach. 
EYFS Key Questions:
F1 Which stories are special and why?                               F2  Which people are special and why?                                            F3. What places are special and why                    
                F4. What times are special and why?                                 F5. Being special: where do we belong?                                           F6. What is special about our world?
 
KS1 Key Questions:
              1.1 Who is a Christian and what do they believe?                          1.3 Who is Jewish and what do they believe?                                                   1.4 What can we learn from sacred books?
              1.5 What makes some places sacred?                                              1.6 How and why do we celebrate special and sacred times?                        1.7  What does it mean to belong to a faith community?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
     LKS2 Key Questions:
         L2.1 What do different people believe about God?              L2.2 Why is the Bible so important for Christians today?                                      L2.3 Why is Jesus inspiring to some people?
               L2.4 Why do people pray?                                           L2.5 Why are festivals important to religious communities?                                L2.6 Why do some people think that life is like a journey and what significant 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            significant experiences mark this?
               L2.7 What does it mean to be a Christian in Britain today?    L2.8 What does it mean to be a Hindu in Britain today?      L2.9 What can we learn from religions about deciding what is right and wrong?

              UKS2 Key Questions:
         U2.1 Why do some people think God exists?      U2.2 What would Jesus do? (Can we live by the values of Jesus in the 21st century?)      U2.3 What do religions say to us when life gets hard?
               U2.4 If God is everywhere, why go to a place of worship?     U2.5 Is it better to express your beliefs in arts and architecture or in charity and generosity?   U2.6 What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today?
               U2.7 What matters most to Christians and Humanists?        U2.8 What difference does it make to believe in ahimsa (harmlessness), grace and/or Ummah (community)?

   
             The programmes of study form three strands:
· Believing
· Expressing
· Living

Assessment
Pupils should be assessed on a range of areas including knowledge and understanding, expressing and communicating ideas and gaining and deploying the skills of religious study. Assessment informs teacher planning and preparation and pupil learning and attainment. Assessment should be built into the medium term planning and a specific assessment activity should be planned for at the end of a topic. The Learning Outcomes as ‘I Can’ statements can be used.

RE co-ordinators will collect evidence from each term’s work from the different ability groups. This will be collated in the RE folder. (Photographic evidence may be used).

RE and Inclusion
Religious Education at Ashgate Primary School provides appropriate differentiation in order to meet the needs of all pupils regardless of their academic ability, taking  account of the lowest 20% readers and SEND pupils and also HA pupils.
Visits to places of worship, the use of ICT and visiting speakers serve to ensure the inclusion of all children, in a fun and stimulating way.

The role of the RE co-ordinator at Ashgate Primary School

· provide curriculum leadership across the school
· manage the financial resources made available for the support of RE
· monitor and evaluate provision for RE within the school through analysis of planning
· monitor and evaluate standards of RE within the school through pupil discussion, work scrutiny and lesson visits
· be informed about appropriate resources for the effective teaching of RE
· keep up to date with local and national developments in RE and to share good practice with colleagues (and pupils) in our school. This is done through attendance at RE network meetings, reading and sharing appropriate information and updates  from LA, Natre membership, SACRE reports and attendance on appropriate training courses
· be the first point of contact between the school and the wider community with regard to any issues or initiatives involving RE
· liaise with outside speakers and agencies e.g. The Open Centre, St Barnabus Church, The Ashbourne Road Methodist Church and other local church organisations
· actively promote effective RE within the school and its community and to keep the profile of RE high in the school
· maintain and supervise the use of The Reflection Space during lunchtime each week


The right of parental withdrawal

Parents retain the right to withdraw their children from Religious Education under the 1988 Education Reform Act. This right is made clear in our school prospectus to parents/carers. The school will actively seek to persuade parents against withdrawing their child from RE in such cases where the reason for doing so is not thought to be based on sincerely held religious conviction. In all cases the Headteacher will wish to discuss with the parent(s) the implications of their request. All request to withdraw a child from Religious Education must be in rriting and made available to the school Governors.

The use of outside speakers
All outside speakers are made aware of appropriate school policies and are given support and induction into school routines, procedures and expectations. The use of outside speakers and visits to local places of worship enhances the RE experience for pupils and develops their knowledge and understanding of different religions.

Visits to The Open Centre and places of worship
At Ashgate Primary School we aim to provide opportunities for pupils to visit The Open Centre and other local places of worship, including Derby Cathedral. There are regular links with St Barnabas Church and the Ashbourne Road Methodist Church. 

Re and Collective Worship
At Ashgate Primary School we do not deliver our RE through acts of Collective Worship. Occasionally resources introduced to pupils in Collective Worship e.g. an outside speaker, a theatre in education performance, a piece of music could later be discussed and developed in the classroom as a stimulus to the RE lesson but this would be an exception and not the rule.
Collective Worship can be used as an opportunity for pupils to share an experience or achievement that has arisen out of their RE curriculum, e.g. an account of a visit to a place of worship, the reading of a prayer or a retelling of a festival story.


The teaching of RE should aim to provide opportunities for all pupils to learn and achieve. Religious Education should be a stimulating, interesting and enjoyable subject which encourages pupils to become sensitive and understanding when discussing different faiths an beliefs and to allow them to flourish as citizens in the local and global community.

This RE policy was written by Sian Winfield RE co-ordinator on 11th November 2021

Review Date:   November 2025
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